
11/23/2009

1

Composting Mortality

Stanley W. Fultz
Extension Agent, Dairy Science

University of Maryland Extension
Frederick County Office

Overview

ÅIntroduction

ÅDisposal options

ÅComposting details

ÅDemonstration

ÅReview

Introduction

ÅWhy are we concerned with disposal?

ÅApplicable to any animal

ÅAfterbirth, stillbirths, and butcher waste

ÅAnimals occasionally die

ÅCarcasses can be hazard to the environment 
and other animals

ÅHandle promptly

ÅLocal, state, and federal laws

Dead Animal Disposal Options

ÅIncineration

ÅLandfill

ÅOn-site burial

ÅRendering

ÅComposting

Composting
ÅHow composting works 

ïNaturally occurring microorganisms convert unstable 
organic material (carcass) into stable product 
(compost)

ïIf done correctly, composting is an efficient, 
biosecure, and environmentally sound practice

Composting
ÅHow composting works (cont)

ïCarcasses are the primary ingredient ςhigh nitrogen 
content

ïAdd high carbon material (sawdust, wood chips, 
bedding) to balance.

ïMoisture needed to support bacteria
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Site selection

ÅHigh and dry

ÅAt least 200 feet from streams, ponds, lakes, 
sink holes, wells, seasonal seeps.

ÅHard enough surface to support year-round 
access and occasional equipment access.

ÅOut of direct view of neighbors and motorists

ÅEasily accessible

Getting Started
ÅPile
ïEasy to expand

ÅBin
ïOne 6 x 6 (8 x 8 for large breeds) for 25 to 30 ewe flock

ïTwo bins for larger flocks

ïAir gaps necessary

ÅWater nearby

Å12 cubit feet of sawdust/ 120 pound ewe

ÅRoof is nice but not necessary

Building a Pile

2 ft

ewe yearling

lamb

ewe

1 ft

1-2 ft

2 ft
2 ft

Wood chips or other bulky organic material   1-2 ft

Sawdust, 

straw, silage, 

bedding, etc.

2 ft
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Two 6ft x 6ft
Cleaned out once per year


